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NEW RATTITUDE, INC.

MISSION

NEW RATTITUDE, Inc., a non-profit charitable
corporation incorporated in 2008, is a 100% volunteer-operated,
nationwide group dedicated to the rescue and adoption of
abused, abandoned, neglected, sick, or unwanted Rat Terriers
and Rat Terrier mixes.
In private foster homes, the dogs are nurtured, socialized,
trained, supported medically, and provided with professional
veterinary care while we work diligently to find them new and
permanent adoptive homes where they will be safe, loved, and
properly and humanely cared for the rest of their lives.
Each dog brought into our network receives a veterinary check, all required
vaccinations, heartworm test and monthly preventative, and spay or neuter.
Other medical care is sometimes necessary, such as treatment for mange,
heartworm disease, infection, gastrointestinal worms, allergies, broken
bones, or surgery to correct a variety of ailments. Each dog is
wormed, microchipped, and given a martingale collar, along
with a collar tag printed with a unique ID number and our
toll-free Lost Dog Hotline.
New Rattitude is licensed by the Georgia Department of
Agriculture, registered with the Georgia Secretary of State
as a charitable organization, and recognized by the Internal
Revenue Service as an approved 501(c)3 non-profit
organization.

Chippy (VA),
Adopted September 2020
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NEW RATTITUDE, INC.

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
New Rattitude was certainly not immune to the
struggles and challenges that so much of our world
faced in 2020.
At the onset of the pandemic, in response to social distancing, travel
restrictions, and stay-at-home orders across the country, we made the
difficult decision to institute a moratorium on adoptions. After we were
able to establish a viable process for conducting virtual home visits, we
were able to partially lift the restriction, permitting local applications
when an applicant was willing and able to be responsible for all driving
to pick up the dog. Eventually, as stay-at-home orders were lifted and
safety precautions became the norm, we were able to offer
transportation assistance in limited situations.
We were still a long way from normal operations, however, since
pandemic-related shelter closures and isolation requirements had a
dramatic impact on the number of new dogs that our foster parents were
able to rescue. Our total intake for 2020 was just 89 new dogs, about
half of the previous three years' average. So even as adoptions were
able to resume, we simply had fewer available dogs seeking permanent
homes. It's quite remarkable, therefore, that we were able to finish out
2020 with almost exactly the same number of finalized adoptions (115) as we had had the year before. What a
testament to the dedication of our volunteers and other rattie lovers! Kudos in particular go to those in our
Adoption Department, who processed a deluge of adoption applications under very trying circumstances.
The coronavirus's impact on New Rattitude in 2020 went beyond depressing our intake and adoption numbers.
A major disappointment was the need to cancel Rat Terrier Jamboree, our annual get-together weekend of
activities, demonstrations, doggie competitions, fundraising, networking, and socializing. For an internet-based
organization like ours, this in-person assembly is a vital part of our ability to make and maintain close
connections with each other and welcome new supporters and fans from all over the country, and it has
historically been a major source of fundraising revenue. So it was crushing to have to cancel the 2020 event,
and we worried that doing so would have significant repercussions on our overall operations.
Fortunately, as it turns out, our worries were groundless. ReTail Shop sales stayed strong and our Holiday
Challenge fund drive in December proved to be the most successful ever, raising almost $17K. Several inactive
members renewed their involvement and took on new roles in the organization, and we welcomed a dozen new
members. Our New Rattitude Facebook page continues to accrue followers. And we already have 24
registrations for Jamboree 2021, scheduled for October 15-16.
We know that there will continue to be challenges as we move forward in 2021. But we're buoyed by the
knowledge that rattie lovers are as loyal as the ratties themselves. We are collectively determined to continue
serving the dogs who need us and the humans who are their family and friends.
I hope to see YOU at Rat Terrier Jamboree in Sweetwater Tennessee in October!

Terry Beale, President
2020 ANNUAL REPORT
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NEW RATTITUDE, INC.

2020 ACCOMPLISHMENTS
Our labor of love begins and ends with the heart and soul of New Rattitude—our volunteers.
New Rattitude is a national organization, completely run by volunteers. Our network of foster homes is supported by
a “staff” of other members who manage a variety of necessary tasks, including administration, application screening,
fundraising, transportation coordination, publicity, technology, and so on.
Outside of New Rattitude’s membership, we have another amazing support network of volunteers who help us drive
dogs from shelters to foster homes, between foster homes, or from foster homes to adoptive homes, or assist with
home visits to ensure our foster Rat Terriers are placed in safe and suitable environments.
We are also grateful for those who support New Rattitude by contributing generously, participating in our fundraisers,
and by spreading the word to let other dog lovers around the country know about New Rattitude and our efforts!
Our volunteers are not paid, but they are priceless. We couldn’t carry out our mission without them.

So, what did we collectively accomplish in 2020 through this network of
dedicated volunteers and supporters?
• 89 Rat Terriers were rescued.
• 115 Rat Terriers were placed into adoptive homes.
• Cumulative rescues and adoptions since New Rattitude’s 2008
incorporation total 2,436 and 2,472 respectively!
• 12 new volunteers were approved for membership.
• 931 adoption applications were processed—an average of 76 per month.
• New Rattitude’s Transport Team coordinated 15 transports, carrying
18 dogs. Note: In late March 2020, due to the COVID-19 pandemic for
the safety and well-being of our membership and other volunteers,
potential adopters, and the public at large, New Rattitude put a hold on
ground transports arranged by New Rattitude’s Transport Team for
transports from foster homes to adoptive homes.
• We paid for 229 vaccinations, 84 spays and neuters, 13 other surgical
procedures, 16 dental cleanings and extractions, 9 heartworm
treatments, numerous x-rays, blood panels, and other diagnostic and
laboratory tests.

Heather (GA), Adopted September 2020
2020 ANNUAL REPORT

These achievements and more were made
possible by all of you! Thank you for
believing in our mission and for trusting in
New Rattitude to carry it out.
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NEW RATTITUDE, INC.

NEW RATTITUDE’S FOSTER PARENTS

In 2020, 44 individuals
in 17 states opened their
hearts and their homes
to a lost or abandoned
Rat Terrier whose only
ticket out of the shelter
was rescue.
Safe in their foster homes, these
dogs were nurtured and loved, and
taught the basic skills that every
good dog needs to know.
They learned to trust; their selfconfidence grew; and when they
were healed and ready, carefully
selected, loving homes were found
where these precious reclaimed
souls would be cherished "furever."

Gucci (VA), adopted May 2020, and foster mom Lisa
Bethany Adams (MI)
Kimberly Auxier (TX)
Don Backman-Aurit (IL)
Terri Banner (NC)
Terry Beale (GA)
Frank Bennett (VA)
Janell Brown (WA)
Lorraine Carr (GA)
Juanita Chalmers (TN)
Laurie Dempsey (VA)
Lisa DeSoto (FL)
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Sue Diveley (VA)
Nicole Dossey (WA)
Lorie Dunn (GA)
Amy Felkins (NC)
Dan Frisbie (NC)
Kelly Fox (WI)
Denise Gilroy (ID)
Pat Graham (GA)
Melody Hassell (LA)
Jean Hattox (TX)
Amy Heitshusen (GA)
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It's what they do, this
amazing group of individuals—
New Rattitude's foster parents!

Laura Hernandez (FL)
Alison Ibanez (VA)
Sue Kangas (MI)
Vickie Kauffman (GA)
Anna Kozlov (IL)
Joyce Kuete (MI)
Drew Maute (PA)
Denise Merricks (VA)
Kate Moore (FL)
Sarah Noland (NC)
Wanda Pezant (LA)

Jessica Phillips (IN)
Kathy Puckett (MD)
Amy Robertson (GA)
Lisa Rohn (VA)
Mindy Shapiro (NC)
Amanda Slininger (TX)
Karen Stewart (GA)
Samantha Twyman (SC)
Amber Williamson (FL)
Nanci Withrow (IL)
Valerie Wong (TN)
NEW RATTITUDE, INC.

NEW RATTITUDE’S 2020 CANINE CLINIC DOGS
Some of the dogs rescued by New Rattitude have severe illnesses or other serious
medical issues that are much more costly than the money brought in by adoption fees. To help
nurse these dogs through their medical needs so that they can eventually become healthy and
adoptable, we find sponsors to help with the costs. In 2020, sponsors helped with the
supplemental vetting costs for the following dogs featured in New Rattitude’s Canine Clinic.
Gimli

Gimli - Parvovirus and Heartworm Disease
In mid-July 2020, this 8-pound pup survived:
—a flea infestation
—an anaphylactic reaction to a bug bite
—and Parvovirus!!!
As if that wasn’t enough, Gimli was also heartworm positive. In
October 2020, after he gained some strength, Gimli took on the
challenge of heartworm treatment and came through like a champ!
Gimli was adopted in December 2020 and resides in Georgia.

Renee - Lumbar Disc Compression, Severe Dental
Disease, and Skin Allergies

Renee

Renee was rescued from a Georgia animal shelter. Thought to be
around 15 years old, she could still see and hear well, was
attentive to her foster parents, and was quite the snuggle bunny!
New Rattitude worked to get Renee as healthy as possible
including a dental cleaning, treating allergy-related skin issues,
and providing rest and medication for an old, but painful, back
condition. Donations from our supporters blessed Renee with the
comfort she deserved to live out the remainder of her senior years.
Renee was adopted in September 2020 and resides in Georgia.

Dolce - Allergies, Skin Condition, Dental Disease

Dolce
2020 ANNUAL REPORT

When 5-year-old Dolce arrived at her foster home, she was shy
and submissive and spent most of her time hiding under blankets.
Her sparse, unsightly coat and skin irritated by flea dermatitis, her
overgrown nails, dental disease, and apparent unfamiliarity with
everyday doggy routines told of a previous life of neglect. It was
so rewarding for Dolce’s foster mom to see Dolce’s skin improve,
her hair to re-grow, and to.eventually develop a sassy personality
and come up to her to demand pets and snuggles! Dolce was
adopted in June 2020 and resides in Virginia.
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Diamond - Infiltrative Lipoma and Dental Disease
Twelve-year-old Diamond was surrendered to a shelter due to a
new baby in the family. But after taking Diamond into foster care,
New Rattitude discovered that loss of her family wasn’t
Diamond’s only problem. She had a lump on one of her back legs
that was diagnosed as an infiltrative lipoma--a type of tumor that
can invade nearby tissue and cannot be completely excised. In
addition, she had stage four dental disease (most severe) so had a
medically necessary dental cleaning. In spite of all these issues,
Diamond was a happy and playful rattie, eager to put her
unfortunate past behind her. Diamond was adopted in May 2020 and
resides in Georgia. Her family describes her as the "Sweetest little girl
in the whole wide world!!!" and a perfect citizen who gets along
beautifully with everyone.

Diamond

Oliver

Oliver - Collateral Ligament Injury
One-year-old Oliver was like an injury-prone little boy! He came
into foster care with a crooked front left leg and lameness. Soon
after arriving in his foster home, he broke a toe nail on his other
front foot and needed laser treatment and antibiotics. Oliver’s
crooked front leg was determined to be a collateral ligament
injury—probably due to some form of trauma. When conservative
treatment with a hard splint and rest didn’t resolve the problem, a
surgery to suture and stabilize the torn ligaments was tried.
Unfortunately, that surgery didn’t do as well as hoped, so a second
surgery was necessary. Donations towards his care allowed Oliver
to resume his carefree, active rattie lifestyle! Oliver was adopted in
December 2020 and resides in Virginia.

Oliver with his furever family!
2020 ANNUAL REPORT
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NEW RATTITUDE, INC.

Quinn, Boudreaux, & Maggie –Advanced Dental Disease

Quinn

Ten-year-old foster dog Quinn was diagnosed with the most severe
stage of dental disease, including severe tartar, plaque, severe
gingivitis, and halitosis. Her dental procedure lasted two hours and she
had nine teeth extracted. New Rattitude asked our supporters for
donations to cover her vet bill and we were so touched by the response
The entire amount, $1,095, was raised in a single day! Quinn was
adopted in April 2020 and resides in Virginia where she is the queen
of the house and is loved by everyone.

Boudreaux found himself homeless after his young owner passed
away. In his former life he hadn’t had much vet care and he was
whimpering and pacing constantly due to some badly neglected teeth.
The infection was so severe that Boudreaux would only eat a small
amount of food at a time due to the pain. After a dental cleaning and
some tooth extractions, he became a completely new dog with a tail
that never stops wagging! Boudreaux was adopted in July 2020 and
resides in Texas.
Boudreaux

Maggie was rescued from an abusive situation, nearly starved to death.
Under New Rattitude's care, she had a dental cleaning and eight tooth
extractions. With some good food and additional tender loving care,
this senior rattie even developed a "spring in her step.” Donations
towards her vet bills gave all of us something to smile about! Maggie
was adopted in October 2020 and resides in Florida.
Maggie

Betsy, Corki, and Gucci - Heartworm Disease. All three of these lovely New Rattitude foster dogs
tested positive for heartworm disease and required heartworm treatment to save their lives. Because heartworm
treatment is expensive, painful, and burdensome, with no guarantee of success, many dog owners choose to
abandon their dogs or have them “put down” when they get heartworm disease, and heartworm positive dogs in
shelters have little or no realistic chance for adoption. New Rattitude believes that dogs with heartworms should
not have to face a death sentence, and should be treated to give them another chance for life. But it can
cost $200- $1000 to treat one heartworm positive dog, depending on its size, age, stage of disease, health, and
area of the country. Contributions to New Rattitude’s Heartworm Fund helped save these rat terriers’ precious
lives! Betsy was adopted in December 2020 and resides in Virginia. Corki was adopted in March 2020 and resides in
South Carolina. Gucci was adopted in May 2020 and resides in Virginia.

Betsy
2020 ANNUAL REPORT
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Gucci
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FINANCIALS
New Rattitude, Inc. 2020 Annual Financial Statement
Overview of New Rattitude’s income and expenses for the
calendar year ending December 31, 2020
New Rattitude, Inc. is tax-exempt under section 501(c)3 of the Internal Revenue Code.
Donations are tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law.
Our Form 990 submissions to the IRS can be found at
www.guidestar.org.

Snickers (VA)
Adopted May 2020
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Where Does New Rattitude Get Its Funding?

Adoption Fees
Donations
Fundraising
Grants/Other

Our low adoption fees covered approximately
one quarter of New Rattitude’s expenses.
We are dependent on public support through
charitable tax-deductible donations and fundraising.

How Does New Rattitude Spend
Its Revenues?

Medical Expenses

Cha-Cha (GA)
Adopted January 2020

Program Expenses
Fundraising Expenses
Administrative Expenses
Non-Medical Foster Parent Expenses
Over three quarters of New Rattitude’s expenses go toward medical care for our foster dogs. Adding in
the cost of dog food, dog transportation, boarding, microchips, ID tags, and collars, 83% of our
spending is directly related to the rescue and care of needy Rat Terriers.

2020 ANNUAL REPORT
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Fundraising
Fourteen percent of our 2020 revenue came from fundraising. This
was down six percent from 2019 due to having to cancel our annual
Rat Terrier Jamboree in April.
Other primary fundraisers included:

❖ Annual New Rattitude T-Shirt Sales, April - December 2020
❖ Annual Calendar Photo Contest and Calendar Sales,
September - December 2020.
❖ Online ReTail Shop Sales, throughout the year.
❖ Shop/Give Charity Donation Programs (AmazonSmile,
Goodshop, Chewy.com), throughout the year.

SAVE THE DATE! New Rattitude invites YOU and your
rat terriers to join us this fall for the 2021 Rat Terrier Jamboree,
October 15-16, in Sweetwater, Tennessee. Registration is open
now. Visit our Jamboree web page to register, and watch the
New Rattitude Facebook page for updates, photos, and
information. Come play with us!

2020 ANNUAL REPORT
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Donations
New Rattitude received $53,020 in donations in 2020, representing 60% of our revenues. We are
grateful to the following supporters who made monetary contributions to New Rattitude from
January 1 through December 31, 2020.

Faithful Friends (Gifts from $1 to $249)
Louise Abreu
Amy Adler and
Mike Donahue
Agility Club of Indianapolis
Martha Allen
Carrie Andress and
Alden Addor
Kate Ashmore
Kimberly Auxier
Daniel Ayers
Deborah Baillargeon
Mrs. Don Baker
Razvan Bancos
Terri Banner
Sandra Bartolin
Debra Beck
John and Patricia Bennett
Nancy Biscontini
Christina Blackwood
Blissfully Balanced
Living, LLC
Blue Goose Music
Debra Borshowsky
Christine Boyer and
Maridy Roper
Connie Brancasi
Diana Braun
Melissa Brown
Beverly Buretta
Linda Capen and Jim Mabe
Donna Carr
Adriana Cevallos
Gretchen Chambers
Angelique Concepcion
Patricia Conley
Clarence and Jolene Conner
Karen and Adam Cook
Hildreth Cooper
Nyssa Cornelius and
Einar Einarsson
Melissa Corrie
Costco United Way Campaign
Brian and Debbie Costlow
Carolyn Creamer
Anne Cunningham
Brian Curtis
Jenna Damore
Faye Daniels
Karen Davis
Rita and Steve Deimler
Thomas Deimler
Lois Diehl
Michelle DiGaetano
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Jim Dodd
John Doss and
Steve Thornton
Larry Downing
Julie DuFresne
Vickie Dunagan
Miranda Edwards
Mark Ellis and
Brandy Philip-Ellis
Amy English
Mimi English-Koch
Kelly Engstrom
Cheryl Eskens
Leticia Estrada
Ron and Kathie Evans
Kathleen Fain
Kevin Fallon
Amy Farmer
Susan Fassnacht
David Fellers
Jenny and Robert Ferguson
Donald Feyma
Lucia Florido
Carol Foil
Chris Ford
Daria Frank
Maria Friedrich
Dan Frisbie
Ruby Gaines
Julie Ganey and
Brad Harbaugh
Sandra Gann
Melanie Garmon
Jeff and Jennifer Garner
Wanda Getsinger
Joe and Corin Gomes
Cathe and Pete Gorski
Carol Grady
Patricia Graham
Barbara Gray
Diane Green
Melissa Green
Anna and Larry Greenly
Darlene Griffin
Kevin and Katherine Gronberg
Julie and Wes Grove
Eve Gunther
Doreen Habben
Michael Haecker
Nona Halvorsen
Alida and Timothy Hanson
Kim Harle
Judy Hartgerink

Melody Hassell
Walter and Jean Hattox
Rose Hein
Scott Higgins
Rayna and Jay Holtz
Carolyn Homer and
Bradley Jones
Beth and Steve Jarvis
Michelle Jeffery
Patti and Jim Jeffries
Michelle Jenkins
Marlaine Jensen
Sue Kangas
Vickie Kauffman
Mindy Kelly
Christina Kienbaum
Kathleen Kippen
David and Michele Knapel
Robin Knaup
Karen Kohler-Sipkov
Pamela Kordenbrock
Carla Kruger
Carla Kutter
Laura Kyer
Russell Lambrecht
Ava Jane Landrum
Janine and Jerry Lange
Vince and Lisa Lavery
Vincent Lawrence and
Diane Potts-Lawrence
Penny Linke
Kelly Liu
Leslie Lombard
Kamryn Loy
Tara Lutley
Bridget and Brian Madden
Mary Marovich
Marcella Martin
Janet Matherly
Stephanie Mathson
Laura McAlister
Cheri McCall
Don and Eileen McConnell
Allyse McDermott
Bethanne McDonough
Joani McGowen
John McIntyre Sr.
Heather Mead
Tara Millar
Joseph Miller
Patience Miller
Richard Miller
Rose Mintern
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Joe Molines and
Dawn Emling
Kate Moore
Michael and Robin Morgan
Susan Murkland
Erin and Jason Murray
Malcolm Naderhoff
Nonnie Nutting
Kay Okahashi
Dana Olness
Santiago Ortiz
Carol Ostrander
Kim Page
Maria Parks
Stephanie Pasha
Camille and Julia Pasquinelli
Kelly Pavlot
Doris Penn
Loretta Perez
Pam Perryman
Wendy Petkus-Mazeika
Wanda Pezant
Jessica Mannon-Phillips and
Amber Phillips
Will Pollock
Kyra and Don Potts
Floyd Prospero Trust
Dianalee Pryor
Sarah Purcer
Nicole Reboletti
Anne Reed
Tamra Ray Rhodes
Woody and Preetha Rini
Whitney Rivera
Bridgette and Chris Robinson
Jennifer Rogers
Lisa Rohn
Kathy Rose
Christine and Gloria Ruggeri
Joelle Salafia
Gordon, Edie, and
Nico Sandelier
Cynthia Saracino
Joanne Schaus
Shawn and Aaron Schmidt
Dawn Schuetz
Jeffrey Scraba and
Michelle Sorensen
The Seattle Barkery
Jennifer Shannon
Kimberly Sheldon
Drew Shendock
Janet Skinner
NEW RATTITUDE, INC.

Jane Skrovan
Jay Slater
Susan Snow
Matt and Janet Snyder
Ann Marie Stanley
Rebecca Stewart
Sharon Stradley
Teresa Strausbaugh

Grace Strauss
Kelli Strauss
Lara and Ric Sweeney
Mary Thomas
Melanie Thomas
Anggie and Gary Thompson
Christina Turner
John Tusken

Melissa Valentine
Raymond and
Kiyomi Vampran
Pamela Vasquez
Liz Verrastro
Keri Walter
The Walton Family
Renee Weitzner

Jimmy Wells
Shirley White
Justin Widlund
Barbara Wolff
Valerie Wong
Carol Wyatt
Brian and Stacy Zimmerman

Loyal Companions
Blue Ribbon Buddies
Grand Champion
(Gifts from $250 to $499) (Gifts from $500 to $999) (Gifts of $3,000 and up!)
Lennie Averna
Hannah Bachelder
Frank and Dee Bennett
Lori Bisch
Jayna Bundy
Krystal Chapman
Candy Clemente
Rebecca Coltrane
Dawna and Floyd Gladden
Sandra Greer
David and Kim Grier
Anne Harnes
Michael Hodges
Stuart and Nancy Levy
Jennifer Pietenpol and
Ian Wattenmaker
Kathy and David Richter
Bruce Rylander
Cheryl Singleton
Karen Stewart
Monica Vallin
Joseph Windham
Randall and Sherri Yokum

Jason and Pat DeVries
Ronald Egan
Melanie Houlihan
Sarah Loeffler
Kathy Puckett
Gail and Adam Slifka
Allison Stone
Emily Wackler
Tim Wolsborn

Jan and Ray Pezzi
The Porter Trust

Best of Show Award
(Gifts of $1,000 and up!)
Bank of America Charitable Foundation
Matt and Debbie Conigliaro
Gary and Helen Crevonis
Laurie Dempsey and Jack Conti
Jim Hero
Kate Holloway
Walter Mathews
Mike and Debbie McPartland
Candace Seal

Luna (NC), Adopted January 2020
2020 ANNUAL REPORT
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FUREVER HOME
NEW RATTITUDE DOGS ADOPTED IN 2020
These former New Rattitude foster Rat Terriers have found their “furever” homes.
CongRATulations to the new adopters and WELCOME to the
New Rattitude family!
DOG
Amos
Annie

FOSTERED BY
Vickie Kauffman
Frank Bennett

Annie A
Apple
Archie
Betsy
Bo
Bobwhite

Kimberly Auxier
Dan Frisbie
Amanda Slininger
Sue Diveley
ReHome Program
Terry Beale

Bocephus
Booker
Boudreaux
Brighton

Vickie Kauffman
Kathy Puckett
Kimberly Auxier
Dan Frisbie

Bronx
Dan Frisbie
Cassandra Wanda Pezant
Cha-Cha Terry Beale
Chippy

Alison Ibanez

Chloe

Elizabeth Rohn

Coco
Cody
Corki

Kelly Fox
Nicole Dossey
Mindy Shapiro

Daisie
Daisy
Dakota
Dawson
Dexter

Frank Bennett
Kate Moore
Amy Robertson
Kelly Fox
Sarah Noland

Diamond
Dixie
Dolce
Doodlebug

Karen Stewart
Joyce Kuete
Elizabeth Rohn
Mindy Shapiro

Eddie

Sarah Noland

Eddio

Amber Williamson

Ellie

Terri Banner

Elvis

Elizabeth Rohn
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ADOPTED BY
Vickie Kauffman
Jennifer Young and
David Webb
Lara and Rick Sweeney
Lisa and Vincent Lavery
Ashley and Al Billington
Susan Welsch
Norman St. Onge
Mark Ellis and
Brandy Philip-Ellis
Beth and Steven Jarvis
Suzanne Myers
Nonnie Nutting
Christopher Turner and
Jennie Newbern Turner
Justine Goland
Karen Hadley
Louise Tighe and
Michael Turner
Maridy Roper and
Christine Boyer
Carolyn Homer and
Bradley Jones
Yvonne and Alan DeVoe
Anna and Larry Greenly
Carrie Andress and
Alden Addor
Frank and Dee Bennett
Jennifer McKeever
Sandra Gann
Aaron and Shawn Schmidt
Jeffrey Scraba and
Michelle Sorensen
Karen and Ted Stewart
Wendy Jones
Jan and Chuck McPherson
Samantha Abernathy and
Darrell Helms
Dawn and
Andrew Wingate
Amber and
Dave Williamson
Melodee Patterson and
Paul Herrman
Camille and
Julia Pasquinelli

DOG
Ethel
Eve
Faith
Falcon

FOSTERED BY
Frank Bennett
Wanda Pezant
Terri Banner
Juanita Chalmers

Finch
Foxtrot

Terry Beale
Terry Beale

Fred

Frank Bennett

Gigi
Gimli
Ginger
GJ

Lisa DeSoto
Lorie Dunn
Laurie Dempsey
Terri Banner

Graham

Valerie Wong

Gucci
Gunner

Elizabeth Rohn
Frank Bennett

Hadleigh

Amy Heitshusen

Hambone
Heather
Hunter
Jay
Joey

Valerie Wong
Amy Heitshusen
Frank Bennett
Terry Beale
Amy Robertson

Joy
Julie
Kevin

Lorraine Carr
Drew Maute
Kelly Fox

Kim
Kona
Lenny

Amy Felkins
Janell Brown
Kelly Fox

Lewis

Kelly Fox

Lottie

Amanda Slininger

Louie V

Elizabeth Rohn

Lucy
Luke
Luna
Maggie

Frank Bennett
Nicole Dossey
Amy Felkins
Pat Graham
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ADOPTED BY
Layne and Hillary Mahle
Wanda Pezant
Chris and Valerie Donahue
Kevin and
Katherine Gronberg
Lillie Kaplan
Dawn and
Andrew Wingate
Maureen and
Stephen Deutermann
Sharon Stradley
Caitlin and Zachary Roe
Kyra and Don Potts
Melodee Patterson and
Paul Herrman
Beatrice Cochran and
Bill Kaufman
Elizabeth Rohn
Walter Kaplan and
Sandra Alvarez
Bridgette and
Chris Robertson
Anne and Karen Overton
David and Kathy Richter
Terri and Edward Ingenito
John and Patricia Bennett
Paula Robertson and
Santos Ochoa
Erin and Jason Murray
Drew Maute
Elizabeth and
Matthew Carroll
Woody and Preetha Rini
Daria Frank
Kelly Fox and
Russell Fabritz
Julie Ganey and
Brad Harbaugh
Meghan and
Brandon Teenier
Pamela and
Richard Olszewski
Christy Westlund
Renae Cannon
Marion Richards
Jeanette and Robert Lixey
NEW RATTITUDE, INC.

DOG
Maisy
Malcolm
Mandy

FOSTERED BY
Terri Banner
Kelly Fox
Lisa DeSoto

Martin

Terry Beale

Merlot
Molleigh
Molly
Mr. Gower
Myrle
Noah

Terri Banner
Kelly Fox
Samantha Twyman
Laurie Dempsey
ReHome Program
Frank Bennett

Oakley
Oliver
Oliver

Frank Bennett
Frank Bennett
Anna Kozlov

Ollie
Ozzy

Lisa DeSoto
Sarah Noland

Parker
Bethany Adams
Peach Fizz Denise Merricks
Peanut
Pearl
Peter
Phoebe

Kimberly Auxier
Laurie Dempsey
Nanci Withrow
Denise Merricks

Quinn
Rebel
Reese

Laurie Dempsey
Joyce Kuete
Karen Stewart

ADOPTED BY
Debbie and Paul Crider
Carla Kutter
Vincent Lawrence and
Diane Potts-Lawrence
Jennifer Pietenpol and
Ian Wattenmaker
Anne and Mark Harnes
Stuart and Nancy Levy
Cheryl Eskens
Sandra Greer
Nona Halvorsen
Kevin-Renee and
Michael Deverell
Bethanne McDonough
Jimmy Resto
Dianalee Pryor and
Wayne Welsher
Kathy and Peter Varacalli
Krista Rogers and
John Thomas
Julie and Wes Grove
Bridget and
Brian Madden
Ronald and Carol Stiers
Joellen and Ralph Blaine
Linda Clark
Hayley and
Timothy Gunter
Melanie Armstrong
Julie and Wes Grove
Cindy Getty and
Wendy Heirendt

DOG
Remi
Renee
Roxie

FOSTERED BY
Frank Bennett
Karen Stewart
Denise Merricks

ADOPTED BY
Dawna and Floyd Gladden
Karen and Ted Stewart
Jenny and
Robert Ferguson
Rufus
Amy Robertson
Leah Cauley and
David Yocum
David and Nancy Lindler
Sally
Terry Beale
Sammie
Amy Felkins
Susan Walker
Shamus
Frank Bennett
Cheryl Jackson
Skittles
Denise Merricks
Ronald and
Kathleen Evans
Snickers
Denise Merricks
Jeanne Faulconer
Jessica Mannon-Phillips Jessica Mannon-Phillips
Spartan
and Amber Phillips
Sparticus Frank Bennett
Nyssa Cornelius and
Einar Einarsson
Speckles Mindy Shapiro
Amy English
Squiggy
Frank Bennett
Dave Sneddon and
Melissa Pappas
Ste
Donald Backman-Aurit Donald and
Jeremy Backman-Aurit
Sunny
Amy Felkins
John Doss and
G. Stephen Thornton
Sweetpea Frank Bennett
Steve and Rita Deimler
Teddy
Laurie Dempsey
Karen and Adam Cook
Amy and David Caulfield
Teri
Amy Felkins
Texas Rose Jean Hattox
Tenisha and
Larrico Jamison
Thea
Anna Kozlov
Anna Evans
Thor
Donald Backman-Aurit Eva and Walter Ferjentsik
Tucson
Juanita Chalmers
Jill and Roger Jackson
Twinkie
Amy Heitshusen
Kimberly Sheldon

Phoebe (VA), Adopted February 2020
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SOMETHING TO TALK ABOUT!
What Folks Are Saying About New Rattitude!

"Rose has her own personality! I have
loved seeing how she adjusted to us all!"
Tenisha said our adoption process was a
bit long but, "I’m glad we stuck with it!
We enjoy her so much!" Tenisha J. - TX

"...everyone
involved cares so
much about the
dogs. We are very
grateful for all the
volunteers and
foster families."
Timothy H. - MA

"My adoption experience was handled
well, and I really admire all the people who
give their time to make New Rattitude such
a trustworthy and thorough organization.
Well done." Debra B. - SC
2020 ANNUAL REPORT

“We were absolutely amazed by the
organization for Charlie's transport to us.
The text messages and pictures we
received during his trip to us were
unbelievable and so appreciated! We are
so happy to have him as part of our
family - thank you for helping us find this
wonderful, amazing little guy!! We can't
imagine life without him.” Beth H. - VA
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"(Thor) was well
trained and taken
care of…came
with lots of
accessories,
clothes and toys
that helped with
his transition. We
were very happy
with the overall
process."
Eva F. - WI

“Love New Rattitude we got our Carlee from
them almost 4 years ago. Such a great
organization looking out for every one of
their rescues and matching them up with the
right family!” Jolene C. - VA

“New Rattitude is an amazing organization,
and the adoption process was flawless.”
Kathy R. - FL

“This is my first adoption and I couldn't be
happier. It went very well!...She is the
happiest dog I have every seen... (and) is full
of life and goes like an energizer bunny!
Definitely a licker. I get tons of kisses a day."
Virginia K. - MD

"We decided to keep her name as Sunny
since it matched her personality so well.
Her foster mom Amy was the best and we
still keep in touch with her. New Rattitude
has been a real blessing bringing Sunny
into our lives. Every interaction we've had
with New Rattitude has been excellent.
Thanks again for letting us adopt Sunny."
John D. - NC
2020 ANNUAL REPORT

“…Sissy is a great
dog...She was the
perfect fit for me.
Thank you so much
for allowing me to
adopt her. She has
changed my life.”
Jeffrey K. - MD
PAGE 18
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CHALLENGES AND CHANGES—Looking Back at 2020
By Kathy Puckett

Interspersed among last year's pandemic-related headlines were a few that seemed to have found a thin
silver lining in the dark cloud of COVID-19. Science Magazine reported that the absence of human
activity in national parks led to increasing wildlife populations. CBS News, USA Today, and USNews
ran stories on the growing animal adoption rates in shelters. It wouldn't be a stretch to conclude that
New Rattitude also saw benefits from the months of sequestration that millions of Americans
experienced, but the real story is a bit more complicated.
As a national Rat Terrier rescue organization, New Rattitude is a network of volunteers primarily connected through the
internet, so it might seem that much of our work could continue uninterrupted, or even flourish, during such times. Indeed,
we continued to publicize our dogs, maintain our website, interview applicants for dogs and check their references, send
letters of approval and contracts, process applications from new volunteers and train them, conduct our photo contest, and
publish our calendar much as we had done in years past. However, other crucial aspects of New Rattitude's work were
deemed to be risky in terms of potentially promoting the spread of the virus and, as such, required prompt modification to
ensure that our rescue was doing its part to keep its members, other volunteers, and the general public safe.
After consultation with NR's Adoption Department, the Board of Directors announced on March 28 new temporary
guidelines on the intake, transport, vetting, and adoption of dogs in response to the continued spread of Covid-19. While
applications in progress were allowed to proceed if both the foster parent and adopter agreed, transports to new adopters
that required volunteer drivers from outside New Rattitude would no longer be arranged, and new adoption applications
were closed for a brief period while the organization took stock of what could and could not be done safely. By mid-July,
we were able to relax guidelines somewhat by accepting "local" applications, i.e. those in which the adopter and foster
parent agreed to be solely responsible for getting the dog to his permanent home.

Virtual home visits replace traditional in-person visits
When the adoption restrictions eased in July, NR's Adoptions Department
was up and running again. However, since social distancing was still as
important as ever, one aspect of the adoption approval process was going to
be a problem. That was the mandatory in-person visit to the home of the
would-be adopters to assess its safety and suitability for the specific rattie
they wished to adopt. Typically one of NR's Home Visit Coordinators would
comb through lists of past volunteers and various online resources to recruit
unbiased individuals with experience in animal welfare to conduct the home
visit. Now this important last step in adoption approval would have the
potential to create an ideal environment for spreading coronavirus, and New
Rattitude needed a safer method. Taking its cue from schools and businesses
that were conducting business via video conferencing software, the
Adoptions Department began allowing applicants to have their home visit via
Zoom, FaceTime, or other software that allowed participants to visit
remotely.
With her comfort at using technology, Home Visit Coordinator Cara DeFelice
assumed the role of virtual volunteer for many of New Rattitude's initial
remote home visits. She experienced few issues with the new procedure other than having to remind some of the less tech
savvy to reverse their cameras so that she could see something other than their faces when inspecting the house or yard
through their phone or tablet. Occasionally she had to ask elderly applicants to "bend down a little closer" with camera in
hand so that she could better judge the size of the gap between fence and ground.
2020 ANNUAL REPORT
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For Adoption Department Manager Vickie Kauffman, problems with remote home visits were rare and not insurmountable,
just the occasional frozen image or dropped connection that would need to be reestablished. For Cara, one big advantage
was that the virtual home visit could be arranged and completed in less time than it usually took simply to locate a
volunteer to do the traditional home visit. This, in turn, resulted in a faster approval process, and since video calls allow
conferencing with more than two parties, foster parents could participate as well. While both Cara and Vickie felt that
nothing could top the traditional in-person visit for its ability to pick up on the general feeling, or "vibe," of a home, they
both saw the virtual home visit as a useful tool for New Rattitude going forward.

Adoption applications explode
As adoptions got rolling again, applications began pouring in! It seemed that everyone was wanting a dog! From the
perspective of NR's Adoptions Department, it actually seemed that everyone wanted a Rat Terrier. According to Adoption
Department Manager Laurie Dempsey, even with the temporary moratorium on applications followed by the restriction to
local adoptions, 931 applications were received last year compared to 535 in 2019,
an increase of nearly 74%! Quite often it seemed that multiple people wanted the
SAME Rat Terrier, especially when that rattie was a puppy. In one case, 33
NR's Adoptions Department
applications were placed for the same pup! On average, 10.9 applications were
outdid themselves in their handling of
received for each dog under 6 months of age and 7.2 for each dog over 6 months.
It was disappointing not to be able to fulfill every family's wish to adopt an awesome
little dog from New Rattitude, but in reality, the organization was taking in fewer
dogs in 2020 than in previous years. The number of available foster homes had
actually increased slightly since 2019, so why were fewer dogs coming into the
rescue? To understand this, one needs to look at national trends.

Many, if not most, of the dogs that New Rattitude rescues come directly from animal
shelters. By April of last year, animal shelters all over the nation were closing their
doors to the public, and according to Shelter Animals Count, a nonprofit data
collecting organization, the intake of animals was down by 57% compared to April
of 2019. Looking at all of 2020, total intakes nationally were down by 23%
compared to the previous year. Both the number of stray dogs and dogs given up
by their owners declined, so it appears that some people, who might have been
annoyed by their dog's frequent barking or need to be taken out, were developing
a greater appreciation for furry companionship when confined at home.
From this nationwide trend, it's logical to assume that the number of Rat Terriers
in need of rescue decreased as well, and this seems to be reflected in our data. The
total number of dogs rescued (i.e. brought into New Rattitude) in 2020 declined
by about 27% compared to the number in 2019.

the deluge of applications. In order to
manage the workload in the most timely
manner, they tweaked the customary
procedure of reviewing references first
and instead asked the foster parents to
review and prioritize the most viable
applications for processing.
Why weren't all applications processed
in the order they were received? This
was mostly because, more often than
you might imagine, applicants seemed
to be “falling” for dogs for whom they
were not suited—for example, families
with toddlers applying for dogs whose
web profiles clearly stated that they
were afraid of young children.

Foster parents adapt—and carry on
In addition to creating changes in NR's adoption procedures
and both the number of dogs and applications we saw last
year, the pandemic impacted the experience of fostering a
dog for many foster parents. They couldn't provide the
usual experiences they would give--things like taking
trips to dog-friendly stores or inviting friends over
for a visit. On a positive note, however, one
foster parent told us that the privilege of
being able to work from home enabled
her to spend more quality time with her
foster dogs and to devote more time to
training them.
Getting veterinary care was another
obstacle many foster parents faced in
2020. Early on, orders were issued to
temporarily close all but essential
businesses and services, and in many
states, veterinarians are not identified
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as essential workers. In fact, according to an American Animal Hospital
Association website article of March 23, 2020, only 10 states at that time
considered vets to be essential. Even when they were allowed to reopen, most
veterinarians were asking their clients not to enter the building with their dogs,
and many were having to limit or delay elective surgeries and dental procedures.
New Rattitude responded to this new reality by temporarily relaxing its
requirement that all intact dogs coming into rescue be spayed or neutered within
two weeks. One foster parent had to wait nearly an extra month to have her foster
girl spayed. Another discovered that she would have to wait six months to obtain
needed dental work at her low-cost clinic for her senior foster girl. New Rattitude
authorized treatment at her local (more expensive) veterinarian. When you're an
old gal who needs to feel her best, time is of the essence!

Rescue transports impacted
A recap of 2020 wouldn't be complete without a look at how the pandemic
affected the process of getting dogs to adopters. Fortunately the surge in
applications brought us plenty of applicants who lived near their chosen dog or
who were willing to drive the distance to pick up their new family member. In
some cases, dogs stayed in their foster homes a bit longer than usual until
adopters felt it was safe to travel. And then some dogs had the good fortune to be
chauffeured to their forever homes by Frank Bennett.
Frank, who along with his wife, Dee, has been active with New Rattitude for over
11 years, has earned the honorary title of NR's Road Warrior. Never one to turn
down an opportunity to drive long distances for the sake of man's best friend,
Frank estimates that he probably drives 5,000-6,000 miles every year to pick up
new fosters, conduct home visits, or deliver dogs to their adopters. When asked
how this was impacted by the pandemic, Frank at first said that 2020 was no
different although he had to work around interstate travel restrictions at times.
After further reflection, he added that "2020 could have gone as high as 10,000."
Being a foster parent last year meant going the extra mile...and then some!

Booker, a reactive young rattie mix
(who had waited over a year to be
found by the right person with the right
kind of home environment) received
the application of his dreams in March
just as the temporary moratorium on
processing applications was
announced.
"No problem! We can wait," said the
applicant and Booker's foster mom,
both of whom belonged to an age
bracket deemed to be "high risk."
They emailed, talked on the phone and
shared photos and videos as the days
turned to weeks and the weeks to
more than a month. When the weather
grew warm enough, they each drove
over two hours so that Booker and his
mom-to-be could spend an afternoon
together outdoors at a dog-friendly
vineyard.
Eventually three months of patience
culminated in an outdoor visit at
Booker's foster home, where the
normally suspicious and wary fellow
put his seal of approval on the deal by
jumping into his adopter's lap and
nudging her hand to ask for a pet.

NR’s Road Warrior Frank Bennett (R) and traveling buddy prepare to hit the road in
Virginia to pick up seven ratties rescued from a hoarding situation in Tennessee in July, 2020.

Booker's application arrived at NR on
March 26. He finally made it to his
forever home on July 11. When
something is right, it's worth waiting for!

Dedication, patience, conscientiousness, and flexibility—these are some of
the key characteristics that defined how New Rattitude continued to fulfill its
mission while facing the challenges of a year like no other. What helped the most in 2020 was having incentive,
and New Rattitude had, and still has, plenty of that. It has four legs that love to run, inquisitive eyes that can
see into the human soul, a soft belly that calls out to be rubbed, and a personality that refuses to be pigeonholed.
2020 ANNUAL REPORT
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JOIN US!

Lend a Paw, Save a Life!
Share your love for Rat Terriers by opening
your home and heart to a homeless shelter dog.
New Rattitude Rat Terrier Rescue and Adoption is
looking for foster homes where a rescue dog can live
in a real home environment while waiting for its
Forever Home.

Foster Homes Needed!
Foster home families provide care for their rescued dog,
socialization, training, and lots of love and affection.
New Rattitude provides the rest, including:
• Foster parent training and ongoing support
• Prompt reimbursement for vetting expenses and
dog food
• Wormers and flea/tick preventative
• Microchip, collar, leash, and ID tag
• Nationwide exposure to promote your foster and an
experienced and diligent adoption team to ensure
your foster finds the perfect adoptive home
• A wealth of tools, resources, and in many cases,
funding available for education, training, assistance
with behavioral challenges, and other foster home needs.

Other Volunteer Opportunities
New Rattitude also has many non-fostering volunteer positions available, including adoption application
processing, fundraising, publicity, website development and support, various administrative roles, and
more. Choose an area within your skill set, interest, and available time.

For more info, visit https://newrattitude.org/support/foster/faq
To fill out a membership application, go to
https://newrattitude.org/support/volunteer/membership-application
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